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CAA to vote Student Senate doesn't meet quorum,

on potential holds unofficial meeting
new foreign
I
language
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief @DEN_news

The Student Senate was unable to conduct an offi-

cial meeting Wednesday due to only ten senators be-

By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@DEN_news
The Council on Academic Affairs will vote
on potentially adding two American Sign
Language courses to the course catalog during
its meeting Thursday at 2 p .m . in the Witters
Conference Room.
ASL I would be offered in the Spring.2022
semester if approved.
The catalog description for the course describes says students will be introduced to
foundational skills in visual communication,
work on accuracy and fluency with receptive
and expressive signing skills and learn ASL
vocabulary and grammar, among other things.
Currently, ASL is required for the communication disorders and sciences major, but it is
not offered at Eastern, which was discussed in
the rationale for the first class.
The rationale stated:
"A number of EIU students in programs
including Recreation Administration, Special Education, and Communication Disorders and Sciences are known to take American
Sign Language (ASL) as a foreign language
option through community colleges. ASL is
also taken as an elective course by students
in these and similar majors who may already
have met the foreign language requirement.
Offering this course (along with the ASL II
course ·also proposed) at EIU would provide
the opportunity for these students to take the
course without the need to transfer the credits from another institution. A second ASL
course would allow students to take the twocourse sequence and fully meet the foreign
language requirement in ASL at EIU. ASL is
recognized by the American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) as a
foreign language, and standards exist for ASL
that align with the ACTFL "5 Cs": Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities. These standards have
been used in developing this course and are
aligned with the learning objectives of the
course."
The second course, ASL II, be offered in
Fall 2022 if approved.
Both courses will be listed in the catalog in
two ways: WLA 1101/CDS 1101 and WLA
1102/CDS 1102. The WLA courses will be
open for all students and the CDS courses
will only be offered to communication disorders and sciences majors.
The council will also vote on a proposal for
a public health course on medical cannabis.
The course description describes it as a course
that "will investigate the therapeutic effects of
cannabis on various medical conditions by exploring the interaction of cannabinoids, terpenes and flavonoids. Routes of administration beneficial to medical cannabis ,patients
will be explored."
The course will allow students enrolled in
it to look into the uses for medical cannabis
and the controversies surrounding it.
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ing present for the meeting.
The Senate can have a minimum of 18 senators
and a maximum of 30 serving at any given time, according to their bylaws. Currently, 16 students are
serving as senators.
The Senate was unable to approve the consent
agenda that would have appointed several individuals
to varying committees and councils, as well as being
unable to hear nominations for Speaker of the Senate.
Natalie Mitlyng, a senior pre-veterinary biology
major, explains her idea on a possible event their department could run as an exercise for the Wednesday
Student Government meeting.
Graduate adviser Justin Richards who studies
communications helps student senator Natalie Mitlyng, a senior pre-veterinary biology major with ideas
on possible events for their department to run at the
Wednesday Student Government meeting.
Student Body President, Jacqueline Williams gives
her Executive Report during the Wednesday Student
Government meeting.
Graduate adviser, Justin Richards who studies
communication gives his Graduate Report during the
Wednesday Student Government meeting.
The Senate planned to appoint several individuals
during the meeting:
Billie Frazi1r to the University Naming Committee
Lashay Powell to the Sexual Assault Task Force
Tarnia Flowers to the Sexual Assault Prevention

Team
Jason Tabit, Grace West, Carolyn Karns, and Kay-

la Crowder to the Council of Student Deans
Until the Senate meets quorum they will be unable to appoint anyone.
Candidates for Speaker must be a full-time student.
The Speaker is the presiding officer over the Senate, the Chairperson of the Council of Chairs, deliv-

BY ROB LE CATES I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Graduate adviser Justin Richards who studies communications helps student senator Natalie
Mitlyng, a senior pre-veterinary biology major with ideas on possible events for their department to run at the Wednesday Student Government meeting.

ers a State of the Senate addr~, maintains information sheets from each senator, is responsible for breaking ties when n ~ and discharges all official correspondence of the Senate, among other responsibilities.
Per the Student Senate Bylaws, the process for
electing a new Speaker is as follows:
·
1) Candidates shall be required to inform the Student Body President of their intent to run in the elections prior to the day of nominations.
2) Each candidate intending to run for the Speaker position will be required to meet with the Student
Body President or advisers prior to the day of Speaker nominations.

3) The election shall be governed by Robert's Rules
of Order - Newly Revised.
4) All candidates shall be required to serve one full
semester before running for the Speaker position.
This semester does not have to be the previous semester.
5) The candidate must be an elected member of
the Senate the semester they intend to run for the
Speaker position.
6) In the event that there are more than two nominees for the Speaker position, the Student Senate will
hold a primary election.

SENATE, page 2

Talk highlights LGBTQ, Latinx coITIInunities
By Katja Benz
Campus Reporter I@DEN_news

BY ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN
NEWS

Luis Paniagua, a senior graphic design major,
and Alpha Psi Lambda along with Latin American and Latinx Studies presents Latinidad in
the LGBTQ+, a presentation and discussion
on queer Latinx culture, representation and
identity.

As part of the Latino Heritage Month
events, the Latino Heritage Month committee presented "Latinidad in the LGBTQA+" on
Wednesday, which informed attendees about
the ways the two communities can come together.
The event was hosted by Alpha Psi Lambda,
Eastern's Latinx co-ed fraternity, and the Department of Latin American and Latinx Studies.
--Iru;. eve~t was a well attended event, with
dozens of students and administrators, such as
President Glassman, in attendance. Because all
the chairs were taken, some members of the
audience even had to sit on the floor.
The presentation listed some of the television shows and movies that include that intersection between being Latinx and being part of
_the LGBTQA+ community, such as the show
Love, Victor, a show that takes place in the
same universe as Love, Simon.
Love, Victor follows the story of Victor,
a Latinx teenage boy on, a path to discover-

ing himself and exploring his sexual orientation who decides to reach out to Simon when
things become too hard to manage.
The presentation included a video centered
around Latinx drag queens and their lives as
well as what it is like being a Latinx person in
the LGBTQA+ community. Some interviews
were in Spanish and others were in English.
There was also a question and answer session
at the end of the presentation. Although audience members did not ask questions at that
time, they did come up to the presenter afterwards and asked questions.
Luis Paniagua, a senior graphic design major, gave the presentation. He is a member of
the Latino Heritage Month committee and Alpha Psi Lambda. Within Alpha Psi Lambda, he
is the associate member educator and secretary.
"I really hope they have more of a learning
experience when it comes to Latinx, the term
itself, the culture behind it and the identities
that go along with it," Paniagua said. "It's just
more understanding, much more within the
communities LGBT and Latino."

PANEL, page 2
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Megan Miller, a senior art education major, creates jewelry for one of her
projects.

» CAA
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Photo Editor
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BY JESSICA NANTES

Seth Hilton, a freshman art graphic and design major, works on creating
his signature out of cardboard for a project.

A course titled "Health Disparities
of Gender and Sexually Diverse Populations" will also be voted on during the
meeting.
The c.ourse catalog description states:
"The expansion of health care in the
United States and increased awareness of
gender and sexually diverse populations
have created a need for anyone working
in the field of health care (as a practitioner, an administrator, an insurer, or a nonprofit) to understand the specific health
care needs of GSD persons and com-

» SENATE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
7) The two candidates who have received the most votes will move on to
the general election. In the case of a tie
between two or more candidates in the
primary election, there will be a runoff
election between the candidates who
have tied.
8) They will each be allowed a redress of their platform; however, if they
so desire, either candidate may opt out of
their redress. Following this, the Senate
floor will be opened for discussion. After the discussion has concluded, another
vote will be tallied.

mon biases against them. 1his c.ourse provides students with knowledge about the
unique healthcare needs of GSD populations and the past and ongoing discrimination faced in society and the healthcare
field."
The rationale for the proposal explains
that the reasoning for the course is due
to the stigma and discrimination many
GSD people face.
The c.ouncil will also follow up on allowing capstone c.ourses to be taken in
place of senior seminars by voting on updating the c.ourse proposal form.

Corryn Brock can be reached at
581-2812 or at deneic@gmail.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Carlos Amaya, a Spanish professor,
was also in attendance at the event, He
teaches Spanish and Latin American literature and culture at Eastern.
"I think that it was really informative, so I really liked what they had to say
about how they feel and what they expect people to do in order to be a better
ally with them," Amaya said.
"So I think the people who are not ih
the c.ommunity properly understand the
message and they will try to understand
and open their minds to this community and try to understand how they feel
in society."

within each other."
Paniagua said that he believes Eastern has been doing a good job creating
a safe environment for both the Latinx
and LGBTQA+ communities, but that
there is always room for improvement.
"I believe Eastern has done a great
job, as of right now, but there's always
things to improve on as well," Paniagua
said.
"We have been working on the culture house, having more safe spaces,
more discussions and presentations on
this, more faculty involved and having
them present when it comes to students
speaking out on issues or any topics."
Pizza was served at the event, and atshirt raffle occurred as well. The t-shin
raffle will also happen at later everits.

Executive Vice President Payton Ade

is currently serving as the Interim Speaker of the Senate.
Executive reports were given by Student Body President Jacqueline Williams, Executive Vice President and Interim Speaker of the Senate Payton Ade,
Student Vice President of Academic Affairs Prabin Karki and Student Vice President of Student Affairs Terrence Trimuel.
Ceci Brinker, Director of Student Life
and adviser to the Student Government,
did not give a repon during the meeting.
Graduate adviser Justin Richards did.

Corryn Brock can be reached at
581-2812 or at deneic@gmail.com.

"I just really hope that people all learn when it comes
to LGBT representation, because as mentioned, I am
part of the community:'
-Luis Paniagua senior graphic design major
Paniagua said he hopes people are
more open to learning about the Latinx
c.ommunity, the LGBTQA+ c.ommunity
and how the two intersect.
"I just really hope that people all learn
when it c.omes to LGBT representation,
because as mentioned, I am pan of the
community," Paniagua said. "It's just
having a much more deeper understanding of how both can coexist and c.orrelate

The next event for Latino Heritage
Month is called "La Fogata: Bonfire Stories." It will take place on Oct. 5 from 8
to 9 p.m. at the Newman Catholic Center, located behind Andrews and Lawson
residenc.e halls, both of which are located
in South Quad.

Katja Benz can be reached at 5812812 or kkbenz@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

We support
having ASL
courses

KE
t RULE

The Council of Academic Affairs will
vote on a motion to offer American Sign
Language courses as a foreign language
Thursday night.
We at The Daily Eastern News fully support having a new foreign language option
for students. Having American Sign Language courses would give students a new
option for their foreign language requirements and could be beneficial for students
in the future.
Eastern offering American Sign Language
courses would especially benefit any student
majoring in communication disorders and
sciences. Communication disorders and sciences have to take American Sign Language
courses even though it isn't currently available on-campus.
Every student who has previously majored in communication disorders and sciences has had to go to Lake Land College
in order to complete the required courses .
For some students traveling to Lake Land
for class might be a hassle or students may
not have an available car to get there.
Offering American Sign Language would
be a wonderful additional foreign language
because according to the Communication
Service for the Deaf, American Sign Language is the main form of communication
for around 1 million Americans and Canadians of all ages.
Also, according to Human Rights Watch,
over 70 million deaf people use sign language to commt).nicate.
However, it isn't just deaf or hard-ofhearing people who use sign language; people with speech disorders, autism, cerebral
palsy, Down syndrome , non-selective mut. ism, selective mutism and more use sign
language to be able to communicate with
others.
American Sign Language is an important
language to have available for everyone regardless of major requirements . There are so
many people in the world using Sign Language, and they deserve to be heard even
when they don't speak.

e maJonty opinion o
e Daily Eastern News.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at opinions.
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions,
submissions and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not publish
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.

We're Hiring!
We have openings for those who enjoy:
Photography
Editing
Design
Opinions
Call 581-2812 for more information.
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BY ZACH BERGER

Quote of the Day:

"I learned American Sign Language in college and seemed to pick it up.rather quickly. I really love to sign and wish I
had more friends to sign with."
Candace Kita

Forget summer, it's fall y'all!
Remember last week when it was so nice out?
There was the cool breeze, leaves falling, and not
sweating trying to run from Old Main towards Coleman. A lot of students even broke out the good ol'
EIU hoodie or sweatshirt. Java Beanery and Bakery
even released some new Fall drinks! The temperatures
are on the rise this week though. On Monday, it was
gross. I do not know how many people could agree
though.
In my opinion, Fall is the best time of the year.
Unlike most people on my floor, my Halloween and
Fall decor was up by Labor Day. I spent my time at
home that week perusing the local dollar store and
finding only the best sparkly leaf garlands and battery-operated jack o' lantern lights. There are three
things I love to do every Fall. For me, Fall is a good
time to work on mindfulness. I am ankle deep in
course work and SO!lietimes I just need to rdax and
take my mind off things.
The first thing that relieves a bit of stress is comforting objects and scents. Although candles are prohibited in the residence halls, I find my way around.
For about a dollar at Walmart, you can get Glade air
fresheners. One of my favorite Fall scents is called

Ellen Dooley
Cashmere Woods. It is light, airy and just gets you in
the Fall mood. If you are bougie and have the chance
to find your local Bath and Body Works, Marshmallow Pumpkin Latte is a good pick. It is ironic that
I do not like coffee, but it is your perfect pumpkin
scent! You can buy this scent in body wash, lotion,
body mist, and hand sanitizer (COVID-19 safe and
festive!) Ifscents aren't your thing, try comforting objects. My favorite is a queen-sized knitted blanket.
Yes, I am aware of the twin XL size of my bed, but I
couldn't resist. Knitted sweaters and cardigans are also
my favorite. It's all about comfon and finding your

happy medium. For me, the cookr temperatures,
nice smells, and comfy sweaters and blankets hdps
my mindfulness. It's a small gesture, but it helps me.
Another Fall favorite is just sitting outside. Usually, the temperatures are cooler, and Y<;Ul ~8M'..t get sunburnt afrer five minutes. Sometimes .it's just nice to
get outside and get fresh air. Say you're 'doing homework and fed stressed or burnt out, just take a walk to
clear your head. A quick change in scenery and getting out of your study head will reset your brain so
you can start fresh. Also, there is this thing called vitamin D. Regulate those phosphates and calcium!
Although it is spooky season, we are here for strong
bones only.
As course work seems to overwhdm or as the impending doom of midterms approaches, mindfulness is key. You need to make sure you are at your
best to do your best. As the leaves fall and temperatures drop, I hope you all enjoy your Fall and upcoming spooky season.

Ellen Dooley is a freshman special education
major. She can be contacted at 581-2812 or
emdooley@eiu.edu.

An ex-Catholic's review of Midnight Mass
When I was a kid, religion was important
to my family, more specifically being Catholic. One of the facets of being a child in Catholicism was a weekly class called REP, or religious education program.
We would sit and listen to Sister Donna
talk about how important it was to be holy
and free from sin. This was also the way that
you learned about the seven sacraments of Catholicism. One of the most important being
First Communion. This is the first time you
are allowed to participate in the taking of the
Eucharist, or the body and blood of Christ.
I left the church as I grew up, but all of this
still stuck with me. So, when I was scrolling
through Netflix and saw a show called "Midnight Mass," I was intrigued. The previews
looked interesting enough, so I figured I'd give
it a watch just to see. What I wasn't expecting
was the show perfectly articulating the reasons
why I felt I couldn't be Catholic anymore.
The show follows a small island that has
one church that had their previous priest mysteriously replaced with a young charismatic new priest. Here is your warning for spoilers ahead.

ample, a girl who was told she could never
walk again mysteriously can again.
There is a catch. Consuming this creature's
blood causes y~u to resurrect when you come
back, but you have a serious hunger for blood.
On Easter night, they have a Jim Jones
type sacrifice to be resurrected. This eventually turns into an all-out massacre inside of the
church. The priest then realizes that he made
a big mistake, and this is not an act of God.
Eventually the whole town is burned down exAs the show progresses you find that this cept for the church.
priest was killed and then brought back to life
For me, this was all too strong of a metaby a creature bleeding into the priest's mouth. phor. The one place that was supposed to be
This act was like the drinking of the blood the haven turned into the place of destrucof Christ during communion , which lead tion and fear. That is what the church turned
the priest to believe that the creature is an an~ into with me when I was lectured at for even
gel on Earth. The priest was so enamored by thinking that I might be gay. Every time I
the so-called gift that this creature had given · took communion all I thought about was my
him that he packed the creature into a suit- mortal sin of being different. This show did
case and brought him back to the island.
such a beautiful job of being delicate with Ca.. The priest starts to deliver the same "gift" to~ tholicism while addressing its hypocrisies.
the rest of the island by adding the creature's
blood into the communion wine. Slowly, the
Elise Keane is a sophomore neuroscience
community that takes communion starts to
major. They can be reached at 581-2812 or at
see their physical ailments fade away. For exeskeane@eiu.edu.

Elise Keane
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.Michael discusses recent OVC departures
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The current realignment of the
OVC is a new experience for East! em Athletic Director Tom Michael.
The conference had been 12
schools strong when Michael took
over at Eastern in 2014, and rer mained that way until earlier this
year.
The conference is currently at
10 members, and will drop down
; to eight on July l, 2022.
Michael said that it is disappointing to see schools leave the
conference, but understands they
had their reasons for doing so.
"It's disappointing that there's
been some institutions that h'ave
left," he said. "I don't think that
there's any way to get around that.
We wish that the four institutions
would still be in our league , but
for a variety of reasons they've
chosen to go down a different
path that they think is better for
them."
The shuffling of the OVC began in January of this year when
Jacksonville State and Eastern
Kentucky announced they would
be leaving for the ASUN Conference. Both programs left on July
1, 2021.
Just two weeks ago, Austin Peay
also announced it would be leaving the OVC for the ASUN and
then on Tuesday, Belmont anrlbtlntel:l a ttit:M: tb the Missouri
Valley Conference.
Both Austin Peay and Belmont
will officially leave the OVC on
July 1 of next year.
Eastern Kentucky had been
with the OVC since its inception
in 1948. Austin Peay joined in

1962, Jacksonville State in 2003
and Belmont in 2012.
Michael said that Eastern,
which joined the OVC in 1996,
has no intentions of leaving the
conference.
"For us, we continue to strongly believe and feel that the Ohio
Valley Conference is the best place
for us here at Eastern Illinois," he
said.
Michael said that the aim is to
now work on adding schools to
the conference, especially schools
with football programs. The OVC
will be down to just six football
teams when Austin Peay leaves,
the minimum number required
for a conference to receive an automatic bid for the FCS Playoffs.
"I think there's a real need and
desire for us to figure something
out with the football piece, something in regards to the scheduling
side of things," he said. "That's
the only sport that is scheduling things six or seven years out,
and when you all of a sudden have
holes in your schedule, you're not
able to fill that. That's why we're
playing Murray State twice this
year, because when EKU and Jacksonville State left that left some
holes."
Michael added that what is
happening in the OVC is part of
a larger trend of conference realignment across all of collegiate
sports.
Recently, both Texas and Oklahoma accepted invitations to join
the SEC while the Big 12 will be
adding BYU, Cincinnati, Houston
and UCF.
"Where does that take everybody and what is that going to do
for the future of college athletics?" Michael said. "I think there's

"It's disappointing that there's been some institutions that have left. I
don't think there's any way to get around that. We wish that the four
institutions would still be in our league, but for a variety of reasons they've
chosen to go down a different path that they think is better for them:'
-Tom Michael
a lot of those questions that are
sitting there to try and make sure
we have some competitive balance
in all of our leagues, to make sure
that geographically somehow they
fit, because expenses aren't going
down. And how do you manage

those budgets? That's a challenge
for everybody. It doesn't matter if
you're at Texas and you have the
largest budget or you're at another
institution that doesn't have nearly as much."
Michael also said that he be-

lieves Eastern looks forward to
playing a role in the future of the
OVC, whatever that future may
hold.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Domercant named head coach of Windy City Bulls
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
Former Eastern star Henry Domercant was named the head coach
of the Windy City Bulls, the G
League affiliate of the Chicago
Bulls, earlier this week.
Domercant had been an assistant with the Windy City Bulls
starting in 2018 until last season,
when served as the Player Development Coordinator with the Chicago Bulls.
He also served as an assistant
coach with the Maine Red Claws,
the Boston Celtics' G League affiliate in the 201 7-18 season.
A story from NBA.com quoted Bulls Executive Vice President
of Basketball Operations Arturas
Karnisovas, who said that he thinks
Domercant is an ideal fit for the
job.
"Internal growth within our organization is important to us. It is
clear that Henry has been preparing
for this opportunity for a long time
and has proven that his passion for
the game, commitment to player relationships and development, and
basketball IQ make him the ideal
candidate to lead our G League program. And being a hometown guy
makes it extra special," he said.
Domercant also was quoted in
the story, expressing his excitement
to take on a new role in the organization.
"As a lifelong Chicagoland guy,

DOMERt:ANT AT EASTERN
2,602 points: Most in Eastern and OVC history, 39th
in NCAA Division I history
2002 OVC Player of the Year: Led conference with
26.4 points per game that season, ranking second in
the nation
Two single-season scoring records: Has top two
highest-scoring seasons in Eastern history, as well as
the fifth highest-scoring season
the Chicago Bulls franchise has always been special to me and I'm
grateful to the organization for the
opportunity to lead the Windy City
Bulls," he said.
Domercant came to Eastern in
1999, and by the time he left in
2003, he had become one of the
best players in Eastern and OVC
history.
His 2,602 points are the most in
conference history and the most of
any Eastern player by a margin of
676 points.
After averaging 9. 3 points per
game as a freshman, Domercant
scored 22.8, 26.4 and 27.9 points
per game over the next three seasons, finishing second in the nation
in scoring as a junior and senior.
He was just the 11th player in
Division I history to rank in the top
five in the nation in scoring three or

more times.
He was named OVC Player of
the Year in 2002 and was named
first team All-OVC in each of his
last three seasons.
After Eastern, Domercant played
overseas in Turkey, Greece, Italy and
Russia from 2003 to 2015, winning
multiple titles in various leagues.
He then returned to the U.S. to
play a season with the Idaho Stampede of the NBA Development
League, now the G League.
He signed with a team in Romania in 2017, but left the team before appearing in a game.
Domercant was inducted into the
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2009 and
had his number 44 retired by Eastern in 2013.
FILE PHOTO

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.
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Former Eastern player Henry Domercant poses with his family on the court
in Lantz Arena during his number retirement ceremony on Feb. 16, 20T3.

